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GEATFC MINUTES SUMMARY 
General Education Ad Hoc Task Force on Curriculum 
November 19, 2019. 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., CLEV 418 
GEATFC Senate Website page:  
https://collegesenate.buffalostate.edu/general-education-ad-hoc-task-force-
curriculum 
 
GEATFC Chair Bhakti Sharma called the meeting to order at 11:06 a.m. 

Bhakti welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. She began by stating that 
since the last meeting, and at the request of this task force, Senate Chair, Joe Marren, 
Associate Provost, Amitra Wall and she met with the Interim Provost, who in turn 
shared questions from the GEATFC with the President.  The status of the Gen Ed 
program and the next course it takes was discussed.  Interim Provost Mayrose 
explained that there were many moving parts and upcoming changes and events 
including the 2022 Middle States visit, the 4th year of the Strategic Plan, and its newer 
version to be implemented, plus a new provost to start in July 2020.  On top of these 
moving parts, SUNY announced at the fall Plenary that the SUNY Gen Ed revisions will 
take about 18 months to materialize. Given the new piece of information, upon the 
counsel of the President, the provost informed Marren, Wall, and Sharma to pause the 
Gen Ed process. This would be a ‘hold’ or ‘pause’ not an ending to GEATFC or its 
mission for the Gen Ed proposal review and revision. 

Bhakti noted that the interim provost did make a brief announcement to the Senate on 
November 8th in response to a constituent question, but he did not elaborate on it.   

Bhakti asked members of GEATFC for their opinion and advice since we were charged 
by the Senate Chair. 

Joy brought up a question; what this means to the CSCC reviewing process of 
curriculum if the Gen Ed proposal review is on hold, and also in conjunction the effect 
on IF-14 submissions? 

Bhakti stated that this ‘pause’ would not affect IF-14 at all, and the review process that 
the CSCC does for proposals will continue as usual. This would only affect the Gen Ed 
proposal.  Which means we continue with the current Gen Ed Program we have now, 
until further action is taken down the road. She further reminded the group that the IF 14 
course proposals were never put on hold as the Gen Ed review process did not get that 
far into the implementation phase. 
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Lisa Marie noted that during the ‘pause’ it is best to save ourselves unnecessary work 
until SUNY is ready and we have something to move forward with. 

John felt that it was better to keep working somehow. 

Bhakti felt that to keep working without cause is not a collegial approach, and the 
downside to this; when the new provost begins, it may put him/her in a bad spot. As 
they will have their own idea of what to do with Gen Ed. 

Kathy felt that ‘pausing GEATFC for now is a better choice and is true to the integrity of 
the process. 

Joy also had similar thoughts it would be better to wait until we hear more from SUNY 
before we reconvene.  And a better understanding is needed on those papers before we 
could move forward. 

Bhakti noted that GEATFC in the interim would take a ‘sabbatical’ from this work. 
However, she stated that if some of our members agreed to come up with 
recommendations we could share with the new provost. 

Stephanie also felt strongly that with Middle States, the Strategic Plan all coming up, it 
would be in our interest to wait, but we could target productive use of our time. 

Bhakti suggested after the discussion that spring 2020 meeting would be good, so that 
we could update and see where things are at.  She also noted that she will continue to 
share with the Senate the status of GEATFC. 

Steve stated that dismantling GEATFC is not the way to go, however he agreed that 
meeting once a semester until we fully start up again is a good choice. 
 
Bhakti said that we can then meet with the new provost and the current provost to 
inform them of this process, and our recommendations.  There are fewer faculty and the 
need to get this new Gen Ed implemented is imperative aligned with Middle States. 
 
David asked what the Senate Chairs feel about this. 
 
Bhakti noted that since Senate Chair Joe Marren was in the meeting, we had with 
Interim Provost Mayrose, he agreed with pausing GEATFC.   
 
Bhakti wants to collectively gather from GEATFC some remarks she can share with the 
Senate on December 13th.  This will inform the Senate that we haven’t gone away.  
Make sure we don’t self-dismantle.  
 
Joy suggested to keep emails going to GEATFC during our ‘pause’.  Bhakti added that 
this will allow us to keep going. 
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David thanked Bhakti for coming to us with this information.  It is a good idea to pause 
rather than to cancel a senate committee. 
 
Further suggestions and feedback continued. 
   
Stephanie wanted to know who is making sure we are following compliance for Middle 
States. 
 
Bhakti noted that Luke Krieg in Institutional Advancement is working on this. 
 
There was further discussion.  Then Steve made a motion; ‘to suspend activity but will 
reconvene once a semester’.  Joy seconded the motion. 
Stephanie then moves to amend the motion to change the word; ‘suspend’ to ‘pause’.  
John seconded that motion.  Bhakti then asked for a vote on the amendment to 
Steve’s motion.  All in favor.  Approved. 
Bhakti then asked for the favor of GEATFC to now vote on the original amended 
motion. All in favor?  Approved. 
 
Bhakti then said she will send remarks to GEATFC to revise before coming to the 
Senate with an update.   
 
Kathy asked if the minutes will go out to those who could not make it here today.  Vince 
is working on that. 
 
Bhakti strongly thanked the members of GEATFC for coming today and for the 
previous work that has been done. Kathy asked if today’s information could be shared 
with our colleagues, and Bhakti suggested waiting until she reports to the Senate on 
December 13th. 
 
There was no further business or discussion.   
 
Adjournment:  11:40 p.m. 


